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Introduction

The GUIDGen tool is used to generate globally unique identifiers (GUIDs).

Installation

Download the GUIDGen tool to a specified directory from http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=21030. 

Using GUIDGen

The GUID Generator component lets you generate globally unique identifiers, or GUIDs, that you can use to identify your Microsoft® ActiveX® classes, objects, and interfaces. GUIDGen does this by calling the CoCreateGuid application programming interface (API) function to generate a new GUID. The resulting GUID is copied to the Clipboard in one of four formats for insertion into your application’s source code.

The four formats are:

· Defined in an IMPLEMENT_OLECREATE macro, which allows instances of a CCmdTarget-derived class to be created by Automation clients. For example:

// {CA761230-ED42-11CE-BACD-00AA0057B223}

IMPLEMENT_OLECREATE(<<class>>, <<external_name>>, 

0xca761230, 0xed42, 0x11ce, 0xba, 0xcd, 0x0, 0xaa, 0x0, 0x57, 0xb2, 0x23);

· Defined using the DEFINE_GUID macro, which is commonly used in programming that does not use Microsoft Foundation Classes (MFC). For example:

// {CA761231-ED42-11CE-BACD-00AA0057B223}

DEFINE_GUID(<<name>>, 0xca761231, 0xed42, 0x11ce, 0xba, 0xcd, 0x0, 0xaa, 0x0, 0x57, 0xb2, 0x23);

· Declared as a statically allocated structure. For example:

// {CA761232-ED42-11CE-BACD-00AA0057B223}

static const GUID <<name>> = { 0xca761232, 0xed42, 0x11ce, { 0xba, 0xcd, 0x0, 0xaa, 0x0, 0x57, 0xb2, 0x23 } };

· Specified in a form suitable for registry entries or Registry Editor scripts. For example:

{CA761233-ED42-11CE-BACD-00AA0057B223}


