NAME


cat - concatenate and display files





SYNOPSIS


cat [ - ] [ -behnstuv ] [ name ... ]





DESCRIPTION


cat reads a file and writes it to the standard output.  If more than one file is given, the files are concatenated and written in sequence to the standard output.  If a file name is not given, or a dash (-) is given as a file name, cat reads from the standard input.





OPTIONS


The options may be specified separately.


-	Read from standard input.  May be given more than once.


-b	Omits line numbers from blank lines when used with the -n option.


-e	When given with -v, displays a dollar sign ($) at the end of each line.


-h	Display a longer help message.


-n	Displays the output lines numbered sequentially from 1.


-s	Squeezes multiple blank lines into one line.


-t	When specified with -v, displays tab characters as ^I.


-u	Specifies unbuffered output.  (Supported but not implemented.)


-v	Displays nonprinting characters.  For example, the delete character (octal 0177) prints as ^? and non-ASCII characters (with the high bit set) are printed as M- followed by the character of the low 7 bits.





EXAMPLES


C:> cat news


cat writes the file named news to the standard output.





C:> cat cup1 cup2 > cup3


cat concatenates the first two files and places the result in the third.





C:> cat -s long > short


The following are the contents of long and short:


	long		short


	this is		this is





			a file


	a file





cat -s squeezed the two blank lines into one blank line.





SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS


When more than one file name is given on the command line, cat prints the contents of the files without indicating where one file ends and another file begins.





Command formats such as cat file1 file2 > file1 and cat file1 file2 > file2 destroy the input files before reading them.
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